MNaked Big Fish

Sokari Douglas Camp

UK, 1998

Purchased with the oid of

The MGOVEA Purchase Grond
Fuind, The Mational Art Colections
Fund and The | H Green
Charitable Trust, 2000
WASOB345

PERFORMERS

Kalabari people live surrounded by the water of the Niger
Delta. Ve believe in water spirits.

Long ago Kalabari women saw water spirits playing at
the shore. They described them to their men, who made
Masquerade. In a cycle lasting twenty years, spirits

come to perform for you and they tell you stories about
their world.

‘I am a viewer. A woman is a viewer.VWomen don't expose
the maskers. Even if it is your son.Ve know but we don't
expose them. (Kalabari masquerade spectator).
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SPECTATORS

The young men bring their costumes and headdresses and
transform themselves into gods.

The men are sewn into their costumes. In front they strap
on pregnant bellies, with huge phalluses behind. On their
heads the carvings have conversations with God.

‘People can never know it is you. Even my wife can never
know that | am playing the masquerade.When you put it
on, the spirit will descend on you and you don't feel
anything. No tiredness, no heat, nothing.

Anonymous (Kalabari masker).

‘| wanted people to know what a mask looked like when it
was fully dressed and alive... not as it is often introduced in
museums, without a body.

‘In 1996 Nigerians in the Delta were killed without trial ...
| wanted to show the gods had left us and we were just left
with men pretending to be gods.

‘MNaked Big Fish came about because | wanted to undress
the masquerader and show him for what he was, a man in a
costume. Sokari Douglas Camp (artist).



